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Consultation on Proposed Changes to Liverpool College’s Admissions Policy 

from September 2022 

 

 

Why are we consulting? 

The School Admissions Code (2014) requires admission authorities to consult when changes 

are proposed to admissions arrangements.  This process allows stakeholders to raise 

comments or concerns about the proposed arrangements. 

 

When are we consulting? 

The consultation will run from 20 December 2020 – 31 January 2021. 

If you would like a hard copy of the proposal, please contact the school on 0151 724 4000. 

 

How to return your comments 

If you would like to comment on any of the proposed changes you can email 

consultation@liverpoolcollege.org.uk or you can send them in writing to: Miss S Bamber, 

Principal’s PA, Liverpool College, Queens Drive, Liverpool L18 8BG.  

All comments must be received by 31 January 2021.  

 

 

Following the consultation period, the Governing Body will consider any comments received 

and how to proceed. Admission arrangements for 2022 will be determined by 28 February 

2021.  
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What changes are being proposed? 

Liverpool College is seeking to consult on the elements of our admissions policy where 

changes have been made.  The full proposed admissions arrangements for 2022 are set out 

on the Admissions Page on the school’s website (www.liverpoolcollege.org.uk) and a 

summary of the proposed changes is outlined below: 

 

 

A.  Year 7 Admission Arrangements (section 6 in draft policy) 

 

(i) Change in Admissions Numbers (section 5.1) 

 

Context: 

 

As an all-through school, pupils in our primary phase can transfer directly to the secondary 

phase. This is reflected in our admissions policy. 

 

We expanded our numbers at primary level (from two to three form-entry) a number of 

years ago to help provide necessary additional local primary places that the city needed. This 

growth has been phased, but in September 2022 we will for the first time have 84 pupils 

eligible to transfer to the secondary phase from our Prep School (up from the 54 who are 

eligible to transfer in September 2021). As the numbers moving from our Year 6 count 

against the total year group size, we would need to reduce the number of places available for 

external applicants to 61 to maintain the current overall year group size of 145 (day 

pupils). In our policy we refer to the number of places for external pupils as our published 

admissions number (PAN).  

 

What would be the effect of reducing external places at Year 7 to 61? 

 

(i) Reduction of places allocated via random allocation 

 

While this change will reduce the total number of places available to external candidates 

overall, a study of the allocation of places by oversubscription criteria over the last few years 

also shows that once places have been allocated to external applicants with an Education, 

Health and Care (EHC) plan that names Liverpool College or whose application would be 

considered under oversubscription criteria (i) to (iv) (see section 5.2.6 in the draft policy for 

details), there will be very few places left to be allocated through random allocation 

(oversubscription criteria (v) and (vi) in our policy). 

 

This will therefore limit the chances even further for many families from across Liverpool 

who did not apply or were not allocated a place at Reception level (ie are not attending our 

primary phase) or do not belong to one of these higher oversubscription criteria to gain a 

place at the College. 

 

http://www.liverpoolcollege.org.uk/
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(ii) Reduction in number of music scholars 

 

A reduction in the PAN will also lead to a reduction in the number of music scholars 

admitted at Y7 (from 9 to 6). This is because numbers that can be admitted on the basis of 

aptitude assessments is set at 10% of the PAN. 

 

Consideration of Phased Expansion: 

 

The governors recognise that “losing” places at Year 7 entry at an outstanding school is 

detrimental to the city. It is also detrimental to the school, and its mission to be an inclusive 

and aspirational community, to limit the opportunities for new families to join the College at 

secondary level.  

 
The governors have therefore considered a proposal to expand the size of the Year 7 to 

prevent this large reduction in the number of places available to external applicants. They 

have done this within the context of the overwhelming demand for places we continue to 

experience. Liverpool College remains the most oversubscribed school in Merseyside at 

secondary (and primary) level. 

 

We are however constrained by practical considerations – many of our secondary phase 

buildings are converted houses that contain rooms simply not large enough or designed to 

be modern classrooms. We have already maximised our facilities by making innovative use of 

the spaces and building we have available and we do not have “spare” teaching and 

recreational spaces to accommodate further expansion at secondary level.  

 

The College does however have a large campus (28 acres) with the space for additional 

facilities to be built. The school would not be able to fund the necessary facility work to 

allow this expansion itself but the city has indicated its willingness to explore the feasibility of 

a capital funding project. Absent this funding support from the city for additional facilities, we 

cannot consider expansion.  

 

The governors have also considered what benefits an increase in the year group size can 

bring to the school in terms of financial resilience and also in the flexibility, efficiencies and 

innovation it could create in curriculum provision which would lead to improved outcomes 

for all pupils. 

 

 

Actual Impact on Admissions Number: 

 

Contingent on funding support to build additional facilities, Liverpool College proposes an 

expansion of the overall size of Year 7, moving from five to six forms of entry, creating a 

year group size of 171 day pupils (plus 3 boarding pupils) starting from September 2022.  
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These additional 26 day pupils in Year 7, will over a period of 5 years, add 130 additional 

places to the school.  

 

While there is an increase in the year group size, the number of places for external 

applicants will still reduce slightly to 87. This is because we want to retain class sizes of 29 

pupils and need to take into account the 3 places in Year 7 for boarding applicants. Day and 

boarding pupils together create a total year groups size of 174 ( 6 classes x 29 pupils). 

 

The draft admissions policy reflects these changes in admissions numbers. 

 

(ii) Reinstatement of the Fair Banding Test (section 5.2 in draft policy) 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting public health protective measures, we 

applied for and were granted a variation to our admissions policy for September 2021 to 

remove the requirement for applicants for Year 7 entry to sit a fair banding test.  

Our intent was that this would be a temporary change for September 2021 entry only and 

was only instigated due to unique circumstances of the pandemic. We are therefore 

proposing the reinstatement of the banding test for September 2022 entry.  

Fair Banding is a form of selection that is used to ensure that in our Year 7 intake we have a 

proportionate spread of children with differing abilities. We use banding to produce an 

intake in Year 7 that represents the full range of ability of applicants to Liverpool College. 

We have held a banding test as part of the Year 7 admission process every year since we 

became an academy so we are simply reinstating our previous arrangements. However, 

because the varied admissions arrangements became the determined arrangements, the 

reintroduction of the banding test is viewed as making a change and we therefore need to 

consult on this.  

 

No other changes are proposed for Year 7 admission arrangements. The oversubscription 

criteria for Year 7 remains unchanged and responses are not sought on it. 

 

B.   Overall Size of Boarding (section 9.4 in draft policy) 

 

This section has been updated to confirm the maximum number of boarders in September 

2022 is 21.  

 

C. Clarification of Terminology in Policy (sections 4, 5, 6 and 9 in draft 

           policy) 

 

An additional footnote has been added in the draft policy to sections 4.2.1 (ii), 5.2.6 (iii), 

6.2.4 (ii) and 9.5.3 (iv) to make clear for parents that “date of admission” is 1 September of 

the entry year (ie 1 September 2022 in this policy).  
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D. Application Forms (sections 5.1 and 6.1 in draft policy) 
 

The supplementary application form for Year 7 entry and registration for the music aptitude 

test can be completed online. Applications for the Sixth form can also be completed online. 

For those unable to access the online forms, a paper form can still be completed and 

retuned to the school. 

 

E.  Change to Random Allocation Procedure (Appendix A in draft policy)  

We are changing the procedure for the random allocation process. Rather than a procedure 

where random numbers within a set range are generated using an Excel macro; a 

combination of functions in Excel for Office 365 will be used to randomise and rank the 

applicants. This will be a more efficient procedure but will still ensure that the ranked list 

generated is truly random.  


