
GCSE History Summer 2022  

 

 

Paper 1, Section A: Germany, 1890-1945 – there are no changes to this paper 

• Written exam: 1 hour (of a 2 hour exam) with 40 marks and worth 1/3 of GCSE 

• All course content must be revised for each section in Paper 1, Section A 

• 6 questions based on Germany 

1) How do the two interpretations differ? (4 marks). Spend 5 mins on this Q and write two brief 

paragraphs. The focus should be on how the content differs.  

2) Why might the interpretations differ? (4 marks). Spend 5 mins on this and write two brief 

paragraphs. The focus should be on how the provenance, date, nature is likely to lead to 

different interpretations. 

3) Which of the two interpretations do you find the most convincing? (8 marks) Spend 12 mins 

on this and write 3 paragraphs. Explain what is convincing about both of the interpretations. 

Reach a firm conclusion and explain your reasoning. 

4) Describe two problems faced by…. (4 marks). Spend 5 mins on this Q and write two brief 

paragraphs. Identify a problem clearly and then describe it – repeat this for a second point. 

5) In what ways were the lives of….. (8 marks). Spend 12 mins on this and write 3 paragraphs. 

Each paragraph should explain how life of a particular group of people was impacted by one 

event/policy/decision. Focus on how one event led to another, structure your answer in this 

manner. 

6) 12 mark bullet point essay: Which of the following is more important…. (12 marks) Spend 

around 20 mins on this. Brief intro outlining the two bullets, keep it to 4 or 5 lines. Start the 

main body with the first bullet, be sure to make more than one argument in favour of this 

bullet and use historical examples. Repeat the process for the second bullet. Reach a firm 

conclusion and make sure it is supported with clear evidence.  

 

Paper 1, Section B: Conflict & Tension, 1919-1939 

• Written exam: 1 hour (of a 2 hour exam) with 44 marks and worth 1/3 of GCSE 

• All course content must be revised for Paper 1, Section B 

• 4 Questions 

1) Source A supports…… How do you know? (4 marks). Spend 5 mins on this Q and write two 

brief paragraphs. Use the content of the source, identify something that answers the 

question and then explain how it answers the Q. Repeat this for a second point. 

2) How useful are Sources B and C to an historian studying….. (12 marks) Spend around 20 mins 

on this. Remember to focus on what is useful – it is really useful to use the word useful, it is 

useful in helping the examiner give you useful marks. Remember to identify the provenance 

and purpose of each source – relate them to usefulness. Think about the date and the type 

of the source. You must have a conclusion – this should explain that the sources are more 

useful when used together, but it should also identify which is the most useful source. 



3) Write an account…. (8 marks). Spend 12 mins on this and write 3 paragraphs. Each 

paragraph should focus on a different aspect of the account. Write in chronological order. 

How did one event lead to another?  

4) ‘How far do you agree’ statement essay. (16 plus 4 SPAG) 23 mins to spend on this question. 

Aim for 2 A4 sides. You must focus upon what is in the question first, analyse this reason. 

Then you must analyse other potential reasons, try to have 3 other arguments. Strong 

conclusion required. 

 

 

Paper 2: One section has been removed, our pupils Will be examined on Elizabeth I 

• Written exam: 1 hour with 40 marks and worth 33% of GCSE 

• All course content must be revised. This section includes the study of Burghley’s Almshouse 

• 4 questions 

1) How convincing is the interpretation? (8 marks). Spend 12 mins on this question and write 3 

paragraphs. Select some from the interpretation that is convincing and analyse why. At least 

one paragraph should be analysing what is not convincing about the interpretation 

2) Explain what was important about…. (8 marks). Spend 12 mins on this question and write 3 

paragraphs. Focus on the question, select three ‘important’ aspects of the topic and analyse 

each in a separate paragraph. 

3) Write an account…. (8 marks). Spend 12 mins on this and write 3 paragraphs. Each 

paragraph should focus on a different aspect of the account. Write in chronological order. 

How did one event lead to another?  

4) Almshouse essay question. (16 marks) 24 mins to spend on this question. Aim for 2 A4 sides. 

You must focus upon what is in the question first, analyse this reason for the Almshouse and 

provide evidence from the AQA document and your own revision. Then you must analyse 

other potential reasons for the Almshouse, try to have 3 other arguments. Strong conclusion 

is required. 

 

A summary of changes for summer 2022 can be found on the AQA website here: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/changes-for-2022  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/changes-for-2022

